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The International Federation of Journalists congratulates the acting Chair on the smooth running 
of this meeting and thanks the members of the Secretariat for their tireless work under these 
difficult circumstances. The IFJ represents 600,000 media professionals from 187 trade unions and 
associations in more than 140 countries, North and South.

This month marks the thirty-second birthday of the World Wide Web2 3 and September will be the
fortieth anniversary of the underlying Internet Protocol.4 We hope that distinguished delegates can 
agree that “the internet” is no longer “new technology”. If it were human, it would now be 
worrying about putting its offspring through law school – and, we accept, possibly complaining 
about the price of textbooks.

In the real world the internet is now a utility. All of us know what that means: regulation. 
Among those who recognise this are the corporations that profit from the internet largely by 
distributing authors  ̓work without permission. And they kick against it.

The IFJ senses, too, that there is a sea-change toward recognition of this fact. We see it 
reflected in the European Union’s Digital Services Act and in anti-trust proceedings worldwide.

The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works was the 
culmination of efforts to regulate a technology that was then new, so that authors such as myself 
could support ourselves to supply the printing press with independent, professional works. 
Without that regulation, there would have been little to print apart from the musings of the 
wealthy, the obsessed and the self-interested.

The IFJ suggests, with respect, that particularly in the Global South what societies urgently 
need to do is to support their own authors, including authors such as journalists who are 
sometimes inconvenient. We warn that a policy of chasing cheap access to works created 
elsewhere will leave societies reliant on works that fail to comprehend – and in some cases actively
oppose – their best interests. This need for societies to support their own authors is more urgent 
in the context of the pandemic. Authors – myself included – have been hit hard by the economic 
effects of coronavirus and to claim that the pandemic is a reason to weaken our rights is bizarre.

The world has sound models for the exceptions and limitations to copyright that authors 
and others need. The push for new international instruments on these serves the interests of those
internet corporations and hardly anyone else. What this Committee needs to focus on now is to 
enable “innovation and creativity for the benefit of all,”5 to quote WIPO s mission.ʼ

1 Abridged 2-minute version presented is at http://www.londonfreelance.org/fl/2106wipo.html#IFJ1 
2 https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/rfc1945/ accessed 24/06/2021
3 https://line-mode.cern.ch/www/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html accessed 24/06/2021
4 https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/rfc791/ accessed 24/06/2021
5 https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/ accessed 24/06/2021
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