
NUJ-LFB agenda 14/11/2022

NUJ LONDON FREELANCE BRANCH

Meeting, Monday 14 November 2022, 6.45pm
● In-person: Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4RL
● Remote: via Zoom

This month’s theme: Branch member and job-sharing Membership Secretary Mel Lambert will talk
about working in journalism, PR and comms amid the Hollywood glitz of media production.

MEETING AGENDA

Apologies

Adoption of Agenda

New members: Elections and introductions

Minutes of Branch meeting, 10 October 2022
Approval of minutes
Matters arising

For discussion

● Paddy French libel trial update
● National Security Bill update
● December Branch meeting plans
● NUJ Delegate Meeting 2023: Council and Committee nominations

National Executive Council – Freelance seat (1)
National Executive Council – London seats (4)
Freelance Industrial Council (6)
Ethics Council (1)
Health & Safety Committee (1)
Appeals Tribunal (up to 9)
Disabled Members’ Council (up to 7)
Equality Council (up to 7)
‘Journalist’ Advisory Board (up to 7)
60+ Committee/Pensioners’ Parliament (up to 6)
NUJ Extra trustees (up to 5)
Professional Training Committee (up to 6)
Standing Orders Committee (up to 5)
TUC Delegation (up to 3)
Women’s TUC Delegation (up to 3)
Branch delegates (9)
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Motions

Delegate Meeting motion: NUJ membership
This Branch resolves to submit the following motion to Delegate Meeting 2023:
This DM notes that the need for potential members to seek non-NUJ eligible work in addition to
NUJ-eligible work is, in all likelihood, increasing.

It also notes that the rule requiring potential full members to earn more than half their income
from NUJ-eligible work ("the 50 per cent rule") is highly discriminatory and favours those with
alternative sources of income (spouses, partners, parents, "private" incomes) over those forced to
seek non-journalistic work to supplement income from journalism.

This DM therefore instructs the NEC to change the rules to accommodate this situation by
abandoning the "50 per cent rule" and substituting for it a simple financial criterion, such as is used
by other trade unions with significant freelance memberships. This would mean retaining the
category of temporary membership, but insisting that temporary members become full members
once they have met the above-mentioned financial criterion.

This DM also instructs the NEC, in order to obviate the need to keep re-examining the level of
income at which this full-membership criterion is reached, it should be set at 25 per cent of the
appropriate National Minimum Wage (as stipulated by national laws, or age-related criteria).

All other classes of membership to remain unchanged.
The NEC is also instructed, in drafting this rule change, to ensure that the integrity of the press

card is maintained.
Proposed: Jenny Vaughan

Delegate Meeting motion: Ethics Council
This Branch resolves to submit the following motion to Delegate Meeting 2023:
This DM believes that the NUJ should have a higher input into the public discourse on media
issues. In all the discussions on press and internet regulation, on fake news and disinformation, the
voice of the working journalist is barely heard.

DM believes that the union body responsible for professional matters, the Ethics Council, should
have an expanded remit to boost this process. At present the council generally considers the
standards of particular examples of journalism only in response to complaints and DM believes it
should have a freer hand.

The Ethics Council needs the power to investigate particular instances and areas of journalism
outside the disciplinary context and produce reports that can be publicised in the interest of raising
professional standards.

It should have the power to do so at the request from any established NUJ body – chapel,
branch or national – but not from individuals. Any union member involved in the production of the
work concerned shall have the right to be consulted in the exercise.

DM therefore instructs the NEC to amend rule 17 (a) to give effect to the principle that the Ethics
Council shall have the power to research areas or instances of journalism at the request of other
bodies in the NUJ and produce reports.
Proposed: Tim Gopsill / Mariam Elsayeh Ibrahim

Delegate Meeting motion: Google
This Branch resolves to submit the following motion to Delegate Meeting 2023:
This DM notes that serious concerns have been raised at Branch level about the significant
copyright, reputational, and ethical damage that the NUJ's partnership with Google brings, as well
as the actual depth of the NEC relationship with this internet giant.
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This DM instructs the NEC to publicly consult with the membership on the nature and merits of
the current relationship and, if necessary, to terminate any existing relationship or contracts with
Google.
Proposed: Owen Holdaway

Delegate Meeting motion: Organisation
This Branch resolves to submit the following motion to Delegate Meeting 2023:
This Delegate Meeting is concerned at the effect of the COVID lockdowns on the functioning of the
NUJ’s democratic structure.

The ending of face-to-face meetings prevented direct communications between members, and
at the same time the decision to remove contact information for those elected to union posts from
the NUJ website made it virtually impossible for members to get in touch with any others not in
their own chapels or branches.

DM fears that this combination of factors could seriously damage the development of the next
generation of union activists.

DM believes members should be encouraged to attend face-to-face meetings as long as they
feel safe, but it also recognises the great value of online conference technology to enable those
unable to take part in person to attend. DM therefore declares that hybrid meetings, with the
participation of members both present and absent, should be organised whenever possible –
including DM itself.

DM instructs the NEC to install online conference technology in all NUJ offices and encourage
members to use it for meetings; also to encourage branches and other bodies to hire venues with
such equipment, subsidising the extra cost if necessary.

To encourage participation in union activities DM instructs the NEC to expand online
communication with the membership, with greater use of social media and the introduction of
interactive elements in the NUJ website.

Further DM instructs the NEC to restore to the NUJ website the listings with contact information
of branch officers and holders of all national union positions, subject to requiring the appropriate
consent from the members concerned.
Proposed: Tim Gopsill

BRANCH MOTIONS:

Salon – Nuclear War, back from the brink
Nuclear war is just one miscalculation away. Vladimir Putin is currently threatening nuclear war in
the Ukraine and other leaders around the world are testing their nuclear fire power. The recent
failure of this summer’s Non-Proliferation Review conference adds more gloom to the mix. But it
doesn’t have to be like this. No state supports the idea of "chemical weapons" or "biological
weapons" or "cluster munitions" deterrence because we have banned these dangerous WMDs and
consigned them to a dark past. Nuclear weapons have not yet been banned but motions have
been passed by the NUJ in support of the disarmament (2021, 2018 and 2016) – hence the branch
would like to host a Salon to discuss nuclear risks and what can be done about them. The Salon
event will take place on Wednesday 15 February.

The format of the Salon would be an online webinar only.
This will be a panel discussion. Speakers are to be confirmed but will include speakers from a

wide range of fields with knowledge on and responses to nuclear and climate risks.
The event is expected to generate a small amount of income rather than cost money, since we

will invite speakers to speak for free on this important topic. The ticket prices are set deliberately
low in order to encourage people to attend and include a student and new- member discount.
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This Branch resolves to support event and to underwrite of a small cancellation charge of £105
if cancellation is needed.
Proposed: Elizabeth Ingrams

Freelances versus the economic crisis
LFB has agreed to presenting a seminar titled "Freelances Versus The Economic Crisis: a
tips-and-info exchange for LFB members and other experts" – which will be presented by Zoom, on
Thursday 24 November from 6:30pm to 8:30pm, free to NUJ members. LFB now further agrees to
offer £100 to each of up to six invited speaker as ex gratia payment for their work on the night and
in preparing background and materials (maximum event cost £600).
Proposed: Phil Sutcliffe

Branch business:

Reports
● Membership

○ Mentoring programme
○ Sub-editing for non-English-first-language exiled journos

● Treasurer
● Freelance and website

[NB: To request hardcopy delivery of Freelance and The Journalist by post, sign in to the
NUJ website and visit your member Contact Preferences page here:
https://www.nuj.org.uk/crm-member-homepage/crm-edit-profile.html?tab=contactprefs

● Social Media
● Equality
● Welfare
● Students
● Training
● FIC (Freelance Industrial Council)
● NEC (National Executive Committee)
● Trades Councils

Rate for the job: http://www.londonfreelance.org/rates

Branch member galleries
London Freelance Bookshelf: http://www.londonfreelance.org/bookshelf/
London Freelance Gallery: http://www.londonfreelance.org/gallery

Work matters

Any other business

Forthcoming Branch meetings
● Thursday 24 November 2022, 6.30-8.30pm: LFB Economic Crisis seminar
● Monday 12 December 2022, 6.45-8.45pm: LFB Christmas social get-together
● Monday 9 January 2023, 6.45-8.45pm: LFB Annual General Meeting

Please check The Freelance, @NUJ_LFB (Twitter), the LFB Slack Channel and Branch emails
nearer the dates for further details. http://www.londonfreelance.org/lfb/meetings.html
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