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NATIONAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS LONDON FREELANCE BRANCH

Minutes of Meeting 10 October 2022, 6.52pm (hybrid)
● In-person: Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4RL
● Remote: via Zoom

Chair: Deborah Hobson
Secretary and Minutes: Alistair Dabbs

Members present: 11 at Conway Hall, 39 via Zoom (latter includes some in-person attendees)

Invited speaker: To mark Black History Month, Branch member Marc Wadsworth – journalist,
documentary TV and radio producer and author – spoke about how Black issues such as the
Windrush scandal are reported.

Branch business began at 7.22pm.

Apologies
Jonathan Hunt, Stuart Smith, Safiullah Tazib, Nick Renaud-Komiya, Susie Arnold, Meline
Thompson, Michael Swarbrick, Vudi Xhymshiti

New members
New members were duly elected; those who were present introduced themselves. Branch also
congratulated David Haigh on his qualification for Life Membership.

Rate for the job
Mike Holderness invited members to keep our rate-tracking database up to date with their latest
rates of pay for freelance work of different types.
http://www.londonfreelance.org/rates

Branch member galleries
Mike Holderness invited members to contribute samples of their photographic work to the LFB
Gallery, and let everyone know about their latest books to be listed on the LFB Bookshelf.
http://www.londonfreelance.org/bookshelf
http://www.londonfreelance.org/gallery

Work Matters
Members reported on issues they had encountered at work.

Minutes of Branch meeting, 12 September 2022
Correction: Apologies to include Gemma Young.
The minutes were accepted.
Matters arising: Tim Dawson reported on the Julian Assange demo and commented on the
outcome of the industrial dispute at Reach. Tim Gopsill proposed that Branch send a note of
congratulation to the Reach NUJ chapel; this was approved. Branch committee would try to find
out whether the agreement included a rise in freelance rates, and report back at the next meeting.
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Reports

Membership: Mel Lambert reported he would shortly be able to share a pitch letter listing Branch
members willing to offer sub-editing services to writers for whom English is not their first language.
Phil Sutcliffe reported on the progress of the newly funded mentoring programme for exiled
journalists; it was hoped that the first practical steps would be made in the next couple of weeks.
Treasurer: Diapo Ladimeji reported on Branch finances; the latest figures were shared on-screen.
Matt Salusbury updated Branch when to expect the next Freelance newsletter and reminded
members that they would need to opt in to receive postal communications from NUJ if they wanted
to be sent hard copy editions of both Freelance and The Journalist..
Social Media: Nika Talbot presented a full report on-screen and shared the link in the Zoom chat. A
suggestion from the floor called for a private group to be set up for LFB members on Facebook.
Branch committee to look into this idea.
Welfare: Tim Dawson reported that had received several new applications for financial help from
NUJ Extra since the last meeting.
FIC, NEC: Tim Dawson provided brief reports, noting that a below-inflation increase in Union
subscription rates is likely to be proposed at the next Delegate Meeting. The DM will take place in
April 2023 at the TUC offices in central London.
Mick Holder reported on recent activities at Waltham Forest Trades Council.

For discussion
Due to shortage of time, Branch agreed to deal with Motions first.

Motions

Delegate Meeting motion: NUJ membership
Jenny Vaughan proposed the Motion, inviting Branch to accept late amendments. Enthusiastic
debate ensued. As the advertised closing time of the meeting approached, speakers asked for
more time to debate the issue. Tim Gopsill suggested that the Motion be deferred to the next
Branch meeting (November) to allow further debate. Jenny accepted.

Due to lack of time, Branch also agreed to defer this month’s other Motions – “DM Motion: Integrity
Committee”, “Nuclear salon”, and “Google” – to the next meeting (November).

Any other business

Tim Gopsill updated Branch on continuing efforts to agree on a memorial to Dom Phillips.

The meeting ended at 8.43pm.
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